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The six remaining Mauryan rulers were weak and
ineffectual. Antiochus III of Syria, after conquering
Parthians, Bactrians, and Persians, invaded the north of
India in 208 b.c. and for nearly two centuries Greek
rulers held the frontier passes. In 184 Pushyamitra
overthrew the last of the Mauryas, and set up the Sunga
House, making himself champion of Brahminism, and,
according to Buddhist records, burning monasteries and
looting shrines.
In 155 Menander, a Greek king of Bactria, led his
armies as far as Pushyamitra's capital, Pataliputra, only
to be repulsed; and in 75 the Sungas were succeeded by
the Kanvas, while the Greek kingdoms were ravaged by
Yuetchi, or Scythians.
In both Menander and the barbarian Kanishka Buddh-
ism found stout allies and even converts, and from now
on for some centuries it enters into much more friendly
relations with Hinduism, and much more intimate under-
standing is the result.
If this is the age which produces the Bhagavad-gita it
is also the age of the Saddharmapundarika, its Buddhist
analogue, and of the Milinda Pafiha, sometimes attributed
to the great Nagarjuna—greatest of Buddhist schoolmen.
It is the greatest of Buddhist prose works. In other words
the century before the Christian era and the century after
it are great in intellectual achievements; though India is
harassed by wars within and invasions from without the
seed of the Buddha and of Asoka is bearing a rich harvest
In mid-India arises the great Andhra House, and at
Sanchi, Amaravati, and Anuradhapura in Ceylon are
remains of their great classical art: while in the north-
west the more direct influence of Hellenism is seen,
Corinthian columns taking the place of those of Perse-
politan design, and classical togas beginning to clothe the
images of the Buddha—who is found in company with
Heracles and the Lion, and with Pallas Athene—white

